
Sean McFarland  
Born: California, 1976  
Lives and works in San Francisco, CA  
 
EDUCATION  
2004 MFA, California College of the Arts  
2002 BS, Humboldt State University  
 
SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
2020 4.5 billion years a lifetime, Casemore Kirkeby, San Francisco, CA 
 
2018 Sleeping Flowers, Unseen Amsterdam/Casemore Kirkeby, Amsterdam, NL  
  
2017 Echo ​, ​Casemore Kirkeby, San Francisco, CA   
 
2017 SECA Art Award, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco, CA  
 
2015 Sean McFarland ​ – Project Space ​, Visual Studies Workshop, Rochester, NY  
 
2014 Glass Mountains, San Francisco International Airport Museum, San Francisco, CA  
 
2013 Glass Mountains, Stephen Wirtz Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
 
2012 Sean McFarland, Greg Kucera Gallery, Seattle, WA  
 
2012 Untitled (1948-2012), Eli Ridgway Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
 
2011 Viewshed, Baer Ridgway Exhibitions, San Francisco, CA  
 
2010 Untitled Landscapes (California), Adobe Books, Backroom Gallery, San Francisco, CA (catalog)  
 
2009 Sean McFarland - 2009 Baum Award for an Emerging American Photographer, SF Camerawork, 
San Francisco, CA (catalog)  
 
2008 Landscape Photographs, San Francisco International Airport Museum, San Francisco, CA  
 
2005 White Rooms, curated by Matthew Higgs, White Columns, New York, NY  
 
2004 Photographs, Jack Hanley Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
 
TWO PERSON EXHIBITIONS  
 
2014 Jake Longstreth and Sean McFarland, Ever Gold Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
 
2012 Exceptional Journeys, 3 + 1 ARTE CONTEMPORANEA, Lisbon, Portugal  
 
2012 Dreams of the Darkest Night, Works by Vanessa Marsh and Sean McFarland, Richard L. Nelson 
Gallery, University of California, Davis, CA  



 
2010 The Sea All Around Us - James Sterling Pitt and Sean McFarland, Sight School, Oakland, CA  
 
2009 John Chiara || Sean McFarland, curated by Karsten Lund, Swimming Pool Projects, Chicago, IL  
 
GROUP EXHIBITIONS  
2020 Clouds​, ​curated by Heather Shannon, George Eastman Museum, Rochester, NY (July 2020) 
  
2019 A History of Photography (The Moon), curated by Lisa Hostetler and Tracy Stuber, George 
Eastman Museum, Rochester, NY 
  
2019 Unlimited ​, ​Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive, Berkeley, CA 
  
2018 Academic Practice | Bay Area Photography Now ​, Coulter Art Gallery, Stanford University, Palo 
Alto, CA 
  
2018 Way Bay​, Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive, Berkeley, CA 
 
2017 Recollected: Photography and the Archive, Fine Arts Gallery, San Francisco State University, 
San Francisco, CA, Curator: Sharon Bliss  
 
2017 Insights: New Approaches to Photography Since 2000, Photofairs San Francisco, San Francisco, 
CA , Curator: Allie Haeusslein  
 
2017 Blue/Print, Slide Space 123, Mills College, Oakland, CA  
 
2016 Photography and America’s National Parks, George Eastman Museum, Rochester, NY  
 
2016 I Never Learned the Title of the Song I Always Sing, curated by Brion Nuda Rosch, Minnesota 
Street Project, San Francisco, CA  
 
2016 Art Book Show, Bass and Reiner, San Francisco, CA  
 
2015 Signal Shift, Casemore Kirkeby, San Francisco, CA  
 
2015 Highlights from SFAQ, SFAQ [Projects], San Francisco, CA  
 
2015 Strata, Bass & Reiner, San Francisco, CA  
 
2015 OUT THERE, Plug Projects, Kansas City, MO  
 
2014 The Photographer’s Playbook, Aperture, New York, NY  
 
2014 Not of This World, curated by Renny Pritikin, Pro Arts Gallery, Oakland, CA  
 
2014 Night, Haw Contemporary, Kansas City, MO  
 
2013 Sea Stories Between the Tides, Highlight Gallery, San Francisco, CA  



 
2012 Selected Histories, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco, CA  
 
2012 At the Edge: Recent Acquisitions, Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive, Berkeley, CA  
 
2012 10 Artists Walk from Home, We Are Will Brown, San Francisco, CA  
 
2012 (re)collection – A Collaboration with Lost and Found, Intersection for the Arts, San Francisco, CA  
 
2011 Bay Area Now 6, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, San Francisco, CA  
 
2011 BETTER A LIVE ASS THAN A DEAD LION, curated by David Kasprzak, Eli Ridgway Gallery, 
San Francisco, CA  
 
2011 CALIFORNIA CONTINUED: New Approaches in West Coast Photography, Smith Anderson 
North, San Anselmo, CA  
 
2011 The 707 Show, Adobe Books Backroom Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
 
2011 Soil to Site, Montalvo Arts Center, Saratoga, CA  
 
2010 There’s a Way In Which…, Playspace, California College of the Arts, San Francisco, CA  
 
2010 It’s My World, Baer Ridgway Exhibitions, San Francisco, CA  
 
2010 Paper!Awesome!, curated by Brion Nuda Rosch, Baer Ridgway Exhibitions, San Francisco, CA  
 
2010 Do I Have to Paint You a Picture?, Morgon Arcade, Cardiff, Wales  
 
2010 Kala Fellowship Exhibition, Kala Art Institute, Berkeley, CA  
 
2010 Smokebath, curated by Peter Sutherland, ​www.smokbath.com​ (book)  
 
2009 Passport, San Francisco Arts Commission, San Francisco, CA  
 
2009 Hyperspaces, Park Life, San Francisco, CA  
 
2009 One to Many, Partisan Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
 
2009 Lay of the Land, Reese Bullen Gallery, Humboldt State University, Arcata , CA  
 
2009 Ersatz, SF Camerawork, San Francisco, CA  
 
2008 Let Us Now Praise San Francisco, curated by Robert Mailer Anderson, Marx and Zavattero 
Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
 
2008 Eighteen Months, San Francisco Arts Commission, San Francisco, CA  
 



2008 The Secret Life of Plants, Eleanor Harwood Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
 
2008 Close Calls, Headlands Center for the Arts, Sausalito, CA  
 
2008 From the Vault - Works from the Permanent Collection, Reese Bullen Gallery, Humboldt State 
University, Arcata, CA  
 
2007 Albedo, Eleanor Harwood Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
 
2007 Never Been to Houston, curated by Jon Rubin, Lawndale Art Center, Houston, TX  
 
2007 Facts and Figures (catalog), Artwalk, Amsterdam, Netherlands  
 
2006 It's a Small World, San Jose Museum of Art, San Jose, CA  
 
2006 West Coast Windows, Samson Projects, Boston, MA  
 
2006 Joint Venture (catalog), co-curated by Renny Pritikin and Matthias Geiger, Nelson Gallery, UC 
Davis, Davis, CA  
 
2006 WHERE WE HAVE BEEN WHERE WE ARE AND WHERE WE ARE GOING, Backroom Gallery, 
Adobe Bookshop, San Francisco, CA  
 
2005 Altered Spaces, Indianapolis Museum of Contemporary Art, Indianapolis, IN  
 
2006 Phelan Award Exhibition, SF Camerawork, San Francisco, CA  
 
2005 Group Show, Jack Hanley Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
 
2005 New Found Land, Priska Juschka Fine Art, New York, NY  
 
2005 THE LONG AND SHORT OF IT, curated by Renny Pritikin, Nelson Gallery, UC Davis, Davis, CA  
 
2005 Sprawl, Haley Martin Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
 
2004 Urban Echoes, Galeria de la Raza, San Francisco, CA  
 
2004 National Photography Institute Fellows' Exhibition, Columbia University, New York, NY  
 
2004 Big Picture Show, Kala Art Institute, Berkeley, CA  
 
2004 Group Show, curated by Eleanor Harwood, Adobe Bookshop, San Francisco, CA  
 
AWARDS/GRANTS/FELLOWSHIPS  
2017 SECA Art Award, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco, CA  
 
2014 Nominee, First Book Award, MACK Publishing and the National Media Museum, UK  
 



2013 Project 387, Artist in Residence, Gualala, CA  
 
2011 The Eureka Fellowship, The Fleishhacker Foundation, CA  
 
2011 Headlands Center For The Arts, Artist In Residence, Headlands, CA  
 
2010 Finalist, SECA Award, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art  
 
2009 John Gutmann Photography Fellowship  
 
2009 Baum Award for Emerging American Photographers  
 
2009 Kala Art Institute Fellowship and Residency, Kala Art Institute, Berkeley, CA  
 
2005 Phelan Art Award in Photography, San Francisco Foundation and SF Camerawork  
 
2004 Fellowship, National Photography Institute, Columbia University  
 
2004 Dennis Leon and Christin Nelson Scholarship, California College of the Arts  
 
2002 Van Duzer Scholarship for the Arts, Humboldt State University  
 
2002 Presidential Purchase Award, Humboldt State University  
 
2002 Tom Knight Photography Award, Humboldt State University  
 
RESIDENCIES  
2015 Visual Studies Workshop, Rochester, NY  
 
2015 Saltonstall Foundation, Ithaca, NY  
 
2013 Project 387, Gualala, CA  
 
2011 Headlands Center for the Arts, Sausalito, CA  
 
2010 Kala Art Institute, Berkeley, CA  
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